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SYNERGY — HARDSHIP SUPPORT 

221. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 

I remind the minister of the $600 million pre-election inducement in the form of the $600 Synergy electricity 
credit for customers that came at a time when there were not anywhere near the cost-of-living pressures that we 
currently face. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Dr D.J. HONEY: With the budget surplus projections now bigger than before the election, will the minister commit 
to a similar electricity cost relief for households that are struggling with the pressures of cost of living today; and, 
if not, why not? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
I thank the member very much for the question and the Speaker for the call. It is interesting that the member for 
Cottesloe is asking me to implement a policy that he rejects. He is opposed to the electricity credit that we gave when 
we were able to in 2020. He said that it was middle-class welfare and we were giving money to rich people. That 
was his position. It is not a surprise that he is inconsistent because members will remember that at the last sitting 
of Parliament I reminded the member about the false claims he made about a grievance in this chamber and about 
a claim that it was a Western Power outage when it was in fact a matter in his own electorate that had nothing to 
do with Western Power. He has not used his opportunity to correct the record for either of those issues that he raised 
in the chamber. 

Another thing that the member has never used his opportunity to correct the record on is his claim of 11 March 2021 
that the chief executive officers of all three government trading enterprises had supported the Liberal Party’s energy 
policy in the 2021 state election. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I just want to remind the member about a letter that he received from Ed Kalajzic, the 
chief executive officer of Western Power, dated 12 March 2021. I will read it in part — 

You stated that you had met with the CEO’s of all three GTE’s and that they (myself included) — 

Point of Order 

Mr R.S. LOVE: The question clearly was about the cost of living and the $600 that had previously been granted, 
not a grievance or other matter that is not relevant to this matter at all. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, perhaps you can take those comments into account, but I am not upholding it as a point 
of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I will read it again. The letter that the member has received is dated 12 March 2021—
one year and 25 days ago. The CEO said — 

I wish to put on record that at no stage of that meeting did I or Western Power staff express support for 
your … policies. 

Dr D.J. Honey: You can’t answer the question, can you? One, you are misleading the house, and, two, you can’t 
answer the question. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What I want to do is get the member to fulfil his obligations to this Parliament to correct 
the record at the first available opportunity. He falsely claimed that the chief executive officer of Western Power 
supported his policies when he knew that was not true. He came in here and falsely claimed that there had been 
a grievance about Roleystone power outages when he knew it was not true. He falsely claimed that Western Power 
disconnected communities in his own electorate when he knew that was not true either. 

Point of Order 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Under standing order 98, the minister is misleading the house. He is claiming that I said things 
that I did not say at all, and he is not answering the question. 
The SPEAKER: I am not upholding that as a point of order. You are effectively attempting to enter into a debate 
on this topic. If you would like to accuse the minister of misleading the house, I would suggest that you do that by 
way of a substantive motion. Minister, I will ask you to perhaps draw your answer to a close because I suspect you 
will have an opportunity in answer to a supplementary question to add some further information. 
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Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: As I say, this is a member who is happy to leave this incorrect information there. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He needs to use his opportunity to apologise and correct the record. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: As I said already — 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: — I cannot believe that this member comes into the house and asks me — 
The SPEAKER: Order! Sorry, one moment. Member for Cottesloe, if you continue to interject, you will not 
necessarily get a supplementary question, so make your choice now whether you want to continue to interject or 
whether you would like a supplementary question. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I cannot believe that the member comes into the house and asks me to implement a policy 
that he opposes. 
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